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Cases On the Law of Trusts. By Thaddeus D. Kenneson, Profes- 
sor of Law in New York University. American Casebook 
Series, James Brown Scott, Editor. St. Paul. West Publish- 
ing Company, 1911. pp. xvi, 621. 

Another Casebook of the American Casebook Series is here- 
with presented. We find in this compilation little to criticise, and 
much to commend. The classification of the subject is largely 
that used in Ames' Cases on Trusts, but with modifications and 
additions, notably the chapters on Constructive Trusts. The 
author has shown his wisdom in adopting this excellent and tried 
classification, and the changes and additions which he has made 
have only increased its value. While the classification is not new, 
many new and instructive cases are found under its different sub- 
divisions, and nearly a hundred pages are given to Constructive 
Trusts. 

The aim has been to print only the essential portions of the 
cases. The reviewer questions whether, in the endeavor to accom- 
plish this aim, some of the cases have not been two much abbre- 
viated. But the purpose of the casebooks in this series is to strike 
a mean, where the student will acquire not only training in the 
law, but also knowledge of the law. The fundamentals of the 
subject, rather than the details, are looked to. The purpose is 
here well carried out. The book contains approximately six hun- 
dred pages, and is, therefore, according to the preface, designed 
primarily for use in a course of three hours a week for half a 
year. 

H. C. C 

Studies in American Elementary Law. By Jno. C. Townes, LL.D., 
Professor of Law, University of Texas. Second Edition. 
Chicago. T. H. Flood & Co., 191 1. pp. xxvii, 695. 

In the first edition of this work Prof. Townes expounded the 
theory that it is better to teach the reason for a rule of law, fol- 
lowing this with the rule, than it is to teach the rule, and then go 
back to the reason. After some five or six years testing of the 
soundness of his theory, he has rewritten the entire book, and 
given it greater symmetry, without changing its fundamental or 
experimental character. 
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The book extends over a very large field of the law. It is 
written in clear and concise language, and with careful regard for 
detail and logical sequence. Starting with the general principles 
of law and a history of political power, the work includes the con- 
stitutional law of the United States, and the law governing the 
conduct of persons, including a critical analysis of the subject of 
property, treats very fully of procedure, and finally applies the 
general rules and principles to tort, criminal, and contract law. 
The apparent purpose of gradually advancing the student in the 
systematic and orderly manifestation of the rules of law, and the 
skillful manner in which the author has expounded his principles 
and connected them with modern business and thought by exam- 
ples and illustrations, make this an excellent book, though some 
doubt may be felt as to the ability of the average beginner to 
make the best use of so much information. Because of its clear- 
ness of exposition and extensive character, the book will be of 
value to the trained lawyer, and the student of law in any state 
who wishes general preparation for bar examination will find 
here an excellent aid. 

An appendix gives a very good summary of the Judiciary Act 
for the regulation of the federal judicial system, which went into 
effect January 1, 1912. There are no notes. The index, unlike 
so many, approaches so near to completeness that it may well be 
useful to lawyer and student. 

C. J. R. 

The Liability of Railroads to Interstate Employes. By Philip J. 
Doherty, of the Boston Bar. Boston. Little, Brown, and Com- 
pany, 191 1. pp. 371. 

This book is upon a new and interesting subject. It deals with 
the constitutionality and interpretation of the Employers' Liability 
Acts of 1908 and 1910, the Safety Appliance Act, and other stat- 
utes for the safety of interstate railroad employees. The practical 
value of the work will be seen when we recollect that most of the 
railroads of the country are engaged in interstate commerce, that 
most of the employees of an interstate railroad are themselves 
engaged in interstate commerce, and that it has been held that the 
Employers' Liability Acts supersede and render inoperative all 
remedies heretofore existing by the laws of the states as to similar 
actions. 



